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ªÔÛÊÈÏÈ¿ - Hawthorn
Crataegus azarolus L.

∏ ªÔÛÊÈÏÈ¿ ‹ ∫Ú¿Ù·ÈÁÔ˜ Ë ·˙·ÚfiÏÔ˜ Â›Ó·È Ê˘ÏÏÔ‚fiÏÔ ‰¤ÓÙÚÔ ‹ ı¿ÌÓÔ˜, ‡„Ô˘˜ Ì¤¯ÚÈ 10m, ÌÂ ÛÙÚÔÁÁ˘Ï‹
ÎfiÌË Î·È ÙÚ·¯‡ ·˘Ï·ÎˆÙfi ÊÏÔÈfi. ∆· ÎÏ·‰È¿ Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÈÛ¯˘Ú¿ ·ÁÎ¿ıÈ· Î·È ÔÈ ÎÏ·‰›ÛÎÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ˘ÎÓfi
ÙÂÊÚˆÙfi ÙÚ›¯ˆÌ·. ∆· Ê‡ÏÏ· Â›Ó·È Î·Ùã ÂÓ·ÏÏ·Á‹, ·Ï¿, ÏÔ‚ˆÙ¿, ·ÓÙˆÔÂÈ‰‹ ‹ ÛÊËÓÔÂÈ‰‹, ÙÚÈ¯ˆÙ¿ ‹
Á˘ÌÓ¿. ∞Óı›˙ÂÈ ·fi ÙÔÓ ª¿ÚÙÈÔ Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÔÓ ª¿ÈÔ. √ Î·Úfi˜ Â›Ó·È Ì‹ÏÔ ÛÊ·ÈÚÈÎfi, Î¿ˆ˜ ÈÂÛÌ¤ÓÔ,
ÎÈÙÚÈÓˆfi˜. øÚÈÌ¿˙ÂÈ ·fi ÙÔÓ ™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÔÓ ¡Ô¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ. ™ÙËÓ ∫‡ÚÔ ··ÓÙ¿ ÛÂ ‚Ú·¯Ò‰ÂÈ˜
Ï·ÁÈ¤˜, ·ÁÚÔ‡˜ Î·È Î·Ù¿ Ì‹ÎÔ˜ ‰ÚfiÌˆÓ. ∂›Ó·È ÎÔÈÓfi Û¯Â‰fiÓ ÛÂ ÔÏfiÎÏËÚÔ ÙÔ ÓËÛ›, ÛÂ ˘„fiÌÂÙÚ· ·fi

0 ¤ˆ˜ 1500m. ∂›Ó·È ÔÏÈÁ·ÚÎ¤˜ Ê˘Ùfi ÌÂ fiÌÔÚÊ· ¿ÓıË Î·È Î·ÚÔ‡˜. Œ¯ÂÈ ·ÈÛıËÙÈÎ‹ Î·È ÔÈÎÔÏÔÁÈÎ‹ ·Í›·
ÁÈ·Ù› Â›Ó·È ¯·Ú·ÎÙËÚÈÛÙÈÎfi ‰¤ÓÙÚÔ ÙË˜ ˘·›ıÚÔ˘. √È Î·ÚÔ› ÙÔ˘ Â›Ó·È Â‰Ò‰ÈÌÔÈ Î·È ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÔ‡ÓÙ·È ÁÈ·

ÙËÓ Î·Ù·ÛÎÂ˘‹ ÔÏ‡ Â‡ÁÂ˘ÛÙË˜ Ì·ÚÌÂÏ¿‰·˜, ÂÓÒ ·ÔÙÂÏÔ‡Ó Î·È ÂÍ·ÈÚÂÙÈÎ‹ ÙÚÔÊ‹ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ¿ÁÚÈ· ·Ó›‰·.

The Mediterranean Hawthorn is a deciduous small tree or shrub up to 10m high. Very often it has a rounded crown
while the bark in mature trees is fissured with a dark grey color. Branches are armed with rigid spines while young
shoots are softly-grey hairy. Leaves are alternate, simple, strongly lobed, ob-ovoid or cuneate, hairy or glabrous. It
blooms in March to May. The fruit is fleshy, rounded and somewhat compressed. It ripes and matures in September to

November. A quite common and widespread species in Cyprus, occurring on rocky mountainsides, cereal fields, hedges
and along roads, across the altitudinal zone from 0 to 1500m. It is not a demanding plant with beautiful flowers and fruits.

It has a significant aesthetic and ecological value as it is characteristic of the countryside. Its fruits are edible and used to
make a local marmalade, while they provide food to many fauna species.


